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Editorial

Greetings, Marianites. We are delighted to
present you the st Edition for the year 2024 of
MAAK BOOK. The year 2023, was a remarkable
and rewarding year for MAAK BOOK. We
published 12 editions, showcasing our growth
and achievements as a publication. Each
edition shared stories of our alumni from
different batches and locations, strengthening
our network and bonds.

The year 2024, has begun with a relaxed pace
for the association, which we understand is
due to the festive season.

This edition features the event report of
Trekking by the Cochin chapter. You can read
more about this adventurous activity from the
team members.

Alumni interaction in college, whether in person
or online, is something that we always value
and encourage. This edition, we have 3 of our
alumni who conducted virtual sessions with
students of entrepreneurship.

We are looking forward to featuring more and
more alumni stories this year, exclusive
interviews and articles.

Welcome

The editorial team who work hard to bring you
quality content every month. Our team
coordinate with each other to produce each
edition. We are always open to feedback and
suggestions from our readers, so feel free to
contact us anytime.

Feel free to reach out to us, with any content
you want to feature in the editions.

Real stories at your fingertips.
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Adv. Nelson

Joseph

President - Marian
Alumni Association

Kuttikkanam

President’s
Message

"MAAK BOOK is a standout initiative due to its
consistency, global reach and comprehensive
support with tangible initiatives for its
members."- Prof. Dr. Ajimon George.

"l used to share it with my colleagues in XIME
Bangalore and always took pride in our
publication and in the alumni activities." - Rev.
Dr. Roy Abraham.

The above are just two comments from
numerous reviews we have received from
MAAK BOOK readers all over the world.

The recently published Annual Review Edition
has been a real booster for the entire
MAAKBOOK team and Alumni community. The
kind of sincere reviews by its readers show
how much impact it created and also how
eagerly everyone is waiting for each issue of
MAAK BOOK.
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Welcome
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63082216 5|S3ODIBlEOMM B30l 3e>uB.” Dr.
Soosy Joseph.

The words of Soosy Miss and many others
show how therapeutic and refreshing to go
back to memories and cherish the
relationships.

One Famous Harvard study says the Key to
Happiness is having quality relationships.
People have their most trusted and quality
relationships in the Alumni Community. MAAK
BOOK plays a vital role in keeping it alive.

2024 will be a happening year for the Marian
Alumni Community. Our Mega Marian Diaries,
New Chapters, New Events, New Members,
New Leaders are all on the way.

Let's together make 2024 a Memorable and
happening year for all of us.

Let's celebrate our connections together we
grow.

With love, Nelson.



I Carcer Talk Series

Career Talk Series
2: Navigating the
Social Sector

Organised by the Career and Personality
Development Wing of MAAK

The Career & Professional Development Wing
of the Marian Alumni Association recently
organized the second installment of its Career
Talk Series, featuring a distinguished guest, Mr.
Jijo Jose. The event centered on the theme of
"Navigating the Social Sector: A
Multidisciplinary ~Approach in Addressing
Challenges & Embracing Opportunities."

Mr. Jijo Jose, an esteemed alumnus, led the
session with a comprehensive discussion on
the challenges and opportunities within the
social sector. Drawing from his own life
experiences, higher education endeavors, and
practical engagements with various
organizations, Mr. Jijo provided invaluable
insights into the dynamics of the social sector.

He illuminated the audience with anecdotes
from his field experiences across different
states in India, particularly highlighting the
nuances prevalent in North India. Through
these narratives, attendees gained a deeper
understanding of the diverse landscape of
social work and the multifaceted challenges it
entails.

Mr. Jijo delved into the various types of
organizations operating within the social
sector, elucidating on the diverse job roles
available and the requisite traits and qualities
essential for success in this domain.
Furthermore, he offered guidance on pursuing
higher education in reputable institutions both
in India and abroad, emphasizing the
importance of acquiring specialized knowledge
to excel in the field.

Career Wing

Jijo's elucidation on effective job search
strategies tailored specifically for the social
sector. He shared a curated list of websites
dedicated to facilitating job searches in this
domain, equipping attendees with valuable
resources to embark on their professional
journeys.

The session concluded with a lively
question-and-answer session, allowing
participants to engage with Mr. Jijo directly and
seek further clarification on pertinent topics.
The interactive nature of the discussion
fostered a conducive learning environment,
enabling attendees to glean practical insights
and advice from Mr. Jijo's wealth of experience.

In summary, the Career Talk Series 2 on
Navigating the Social Sector proved to be an
enlightening and enriching experience for all
attendees. Through Mr. Jijo Jose's expert
guidance and illuminating discourse,
participants gained invaluable insights into the
intricacies of the social sector and emerged
better equipped to navigate the challenges and
embrace the opportunities within this dynamic
field.
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s Alumni in Campus

Student Interaction

Jim George
Devan S

Marian IEDC:
Preparing students
to aim high

Jacob Rajan (BCA 2001 - 2004)
Febin Dominic (BCA 2012 - 2015)

On 23rd January, they interacted with students of
the Department of Computer Application on the
Concept of Entrepreneurship. This was in
association ~ with  the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Club of Marian.

Jacob is the Managing Director, Co- Founder of
Scleios Private Ltd.

Febin is Founder, Chief Executive Officer of
Intellyze Innovations Private Ltd.

Visit to the campus is always refreshing. When
Jim & Devan (BBA 2007 - 2010) visited Marian.
Jim served as the college chairman during 2009
- 2010, and is now working in Dubai. Devan is a
bodybuilder and has won several titles.




A glimpse on the
corporate work
culture

Jesbin Thomas (BBA 2017 - 2020)

On 4th January, during his visit to the campus,
Jesbin spared some time to interact with the BBA
students. He shared with them his corporate
journey after graduating from Marian and how to
prepare for a group discussion. Jesbin was with
AstraZeneca Chennai, recently joined Federal
Bank at Chennai.

Student Interaction

Passion to profit:
Encouraging
students to follow

Tony Sunny (BBA 2017 - 2020)

On 23rd January, Tony, founder of TSK the
Designing Hub, interacted in a virtual meeting
with the BBA students on Entrepreneurship
Development. He shared his experience on how
he worked on generating income from artistry.




NATIONAL
DESIGNERS

Preserving
Handloom

Achievers

Bridging Faith and
Academia with a
Ph.D

Rev. Dr. James John Kozhimala

Former Manager of Marian College, Fr. James
Kozhimala, has achieved a significant milestone
by being awarded a PhD for his thesis on ‘The
Leadership Style of Jesus and its Influence in
Selected Christian Higher Education Institutions
in Kerala’ from Lincoln University College in
Malaysia. Hearty congratulations Father, for this
remarkable achievement.

Outstanding

Handloom

Team Karnataka led by Asha M Thomas (BBA
1996 - 1999) was awarded the ‘Outstanding
Handloom Revival Collection’ award at the

National Designers Award, Delhi, on 29th & 30th
December 2023
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Expedition

BCom 2006 - 2009

Republic Night under the Stars

Venue: Malamanda Mountain Camp near
Kuttikkanam
Date: 26 & 27 Jan 2024

Few members of MAAK Cochin were all set for
an overnight tent stay at Kuttikkanam atop the
mountain — Malamanda. As we embarked on
the journey, members from different places
were to join us at Kuttikanam. Upon reaching
Kuttikanam junction, the first leg of our trip
took us back to our college, where the warm
welcome from the current Manager of the
college, Fr. Joseph Ponganthanam and Sr. Italia
(Sr. Regina) added a personal touch to our visit.
This visit marked my first return to college
since graduating in 2009, that's around 15
years ago. They both guided us through the
campus, revealing the significant changes that
had occurred since our graduation, leaving me

quite astonished. We even expressed to Achan
that we wished we could be students at Marian
in 2024 and possibly reverse time through a
time machine. The campus has definitely
evolved with a compelling vision and a
dedicated team, contributing their efforts to the
growth story of Marian College and the recent
NAAC ranking attest the outcome of such
collaborative and strategic planning.

Wandering through the narrow ways between
our college buildings, observing new structures,
and retracing the road to our old hostel
triggered a flood of memories. The positive
transformations, grounded in a strong vision,
were indeed a proud moment for us. After
bidding farewell to Achan and Sister, we
headed to Kuttikanam town, now totally
transformed from the old small town.
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RESTAURANT

Ph : 9895339180, 8589939180

Enjoying some hot tea with the guys from
Devas restaurant, | even met the chettan from
the bakery | usually frequented during my
college days.

Continuing our journey to Malamanda, our
mode of transportation shifted to a Jeep. It
was a very bumpy and fun ride to the top of the
mountain. We had to hold on to the rails very
firmly to not get tossed over each other.

Marianites@Cochin visit Kuttikkanam

On Malamanda, we were going to camp the
evening in tents, surrounded by the sounds of
nature and the warmth of a bonfire to soothe
the late cool wind. The overnight stay fostered
a sense of camaraderie as we sat around the
bonfire, sharing our experiences, singing songs
and dancing. We had a sumptuous and
delicious dinner that was prepared by the host.
We then returned back to the campfire to get
some heat since it was getting chilly as time
went by. It was a great experience with the
group and | thoroughly enjoyed the evening.

In the early hours of the next day, we all woke
up for a one-hour hike to the highest hilltop
nearby. This was a quiet surprise and an
achievement given the fact that we had all
slept very late the day before. We started
slowly trekking uphill to the mountains and it
was quite chilly and windy. Despite the strong
winds that could literally sway a human, the
mesmerizing view made every step worthwhile.
Upon our descent and a satisfying breakfast,
we slowly packed and descended from
Malamanda to drive back home. It was a
much-needed break amid the hustle and bustle
of everyday life back at home. Additionally,
revisiting the college allowed us to relive our
college experiences. | highly suggest visiting
our college to see the changes for yourself and
experience the exhilarating experience at the
top of Malamanda!
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s Glimpses Marianites@Cochin visit Kuttikkanam
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This picture was taken during MAAK
Cochin’s visit to "Malamanda" tent camping
at Kuttikkanam. During our walk this flower
looked pretty with the big mountains behind
it, and mobile photography is always my
passion.

Captured on Vivo X100 Pro.

Cover Photo by: Dennis Devadas (MCom
PGDBA 2003 - 2005). Assistant VP at -
Indusind Bank, Cochin Dennis

We love to hear from our alumni and share their stories in MAAK BOOK. This newsletter is just a
glimpse of the amazing things you are doing around the world. Whether you have achieved
something remarkable, met up with old friends, found some nostalgic photos, or have some insights
to share, we want to know. Please contact us if you want to contribute to our future editions and
make this newsletter more valuable.

alumni@mcka.in
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